Maintaining
the Home/first Language/s
provides a strong basis
for learning English
The first language learned in the home is extremely
important and forms the foundation for all later
language development.
Children can easily acquire two (or more) languages
when they have opportunities to hear and communicate
in more than one language.

There are many reasons why it is important to maintain
the first or home language:
• When children are fluent in their home language
this helps them learn a second language.
• The maintenance of the home language is
essential in order to create a feeling of security,
cultural and family connection and a sense
of belonging.
• Knowing more than one language well increases
the flexibility of children’s thinking and has
positive effects on their attitudes to learning,
problem-solving and academic achievement.
Children need to hear their home language, spoken
in different situations and for different purposes. This
helps develop a strong sense of identity and provides
a strong foundation for learning English.

Information for families: Handout 1

Parents, family members and educators are the
most important influences on the development and
maintenance of the home language. Parents can help
by consistently using their home language when they
communicate with their child and not introducing English.

Learning English as an
Additional Language in
the early childhood setting
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